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Creating Video Content
(Quickly) For The Kiss
Sonic Boom Tour

LOVE THEM OR HATE THEM, you cannot

deny that, for 35 years, Kiss has defined the

phrase “rock stars.” In 2004, | got my first,_

chance to break into the world of video cont
tent when | was at the right place at the right
time and was introduced to veteran video tour
director Janathan Beswick. He asked if | would
be interested in designing content for Kiss's
Rock the Nation Tour. This began a relation-
ship that led to designing content for other
bands including Journey, Fall Qut Boy, and
Def Leppard. | was, therefore, pleased when

| got an email in February 2009 from Beswick
asking if | was interested in working with Kiss
again. Later in the year when we started,

here's how it all went down...
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AUGLUST 17
W heand back from the band, who mformed
{1 T | g L LR 'u|||_-||| ||-_' '\-\.I_:||I_|_'|i {[¥] [_:ll_'l_|||||
fale “Rock Cieg™) o promae the release of
STy ] l.-.dlllllll'__' off & amiall -!|||| SUCGET -
bal, Alre 35 oo, 1t was minally thoughs thar
thes e wenalid be an extension af that pour,
which ='-\.'l|I|iI'|'|| manreng oo be |'-l'-\.:n||||| e for
1 farge 1905l LED wall opstage amd L5I-
Bace W% sereens from Mocourne Prodise-
tians om ==t carts much bke whar Beswack
innd ¥ Pl jise done for Def Leppand
L omrent was o he very basie—fames:,
allum cowers, shatf like that™ aavs Besweck,
Wl conrent woukd be delivered omoa 720454
format, and, althouph the twenaronnd was
al

remdles st

wort, the woek was fairly smple and would

The Dalaio: betweeis coeativiey dnd ecl-

ribeal |1-;|-.i-'.-|'-1.-'.r- hegan 1o mme=shi &% COIT
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dipeeeor Dhve Meugebaner and Esarred by
perfecting delivery remipdares ag che hand
st firmal decisions on the ser lis Just as we
began tesing beva the scresns acos v ko ked
iseting s I THC souree that was spread avir
rI'-:; |:|'!_||' '\1|.::_|I' | || :I.._ WE &L :;i'\.l'.l minkice

that champed the whiole game.

SEFTEMEBER 5

i cmail was sene by prodocoon manager
Putrick Whitley that incliuded the phrase
“alight change to Kis videafset world”
[Thess words were g hic of &n understare-

ment. Chr smge bad been redesigned foom
I|:||_'|_' ong EET CANT MOMIEnrs IEED & whinle
neyw esipn noorpamting 52 5 o higrh-res-
obuticen V¥ soreens ar s pixels.

Further complicating the mamer was

the fact that several of those cubes wonld be

lacine off of staoe-lefr and -righs o ackds-

tion, we now had v ereare all coneent in
a fudl 1002, 1,920,080 format thar drmve

render mes throegh te voof

sEPTEMBER 10
Wk

sions in hand and @ switch from 5780 b

ari d=uin, Wich e mew x'.r.-rr\-.-uli|1|- i

HI3 as a final formar, all macenalks oreared
to this poant had o be scrapped, and we

H = I'|||I|| FTHDEN In |||||iri-||'.. the

scared

fnal set |t and lst of Bral reguared ele-

e bad come i

5o here was tha list of challenges:
1. Create four to is minutes of omgi-
nal vidao content for 19 songs.
2. Provide additional content for
Tarmmy Thayer's quitar sodo,
3. Provide 24 ten-second song intra

animations Peaturing the album cov-




| knew t

ers from gach song for the LIt Ege
canler seraan,

4. Provide five to tan |'_|i"i|_',|-r-ili Kiss
loge animations ta be wed in various
sagments

5. The video content for "Modarn
Diay Delilah” Bad (o feature the |=t-
est music video and scenes from thie
Danc s apesrance on Amny Kimmel
Live, tox ba complated the day bafors
the tewr started.

&, Delivar 24 five-second videos for
the upstage center screen, for which
wisaals had to maich the niew T
Beirg wesed in the show

7. Prowide 19 timing clips for each
song, so the director could manu
gy syng all wideos 10 the live perfor
mances

B. Cragte a content pesduction web-
site. 5o content solutions could be

reviewed by the band

And, of course, there wers restrictions:
1. Budget was nod prosedad 1o hing
soditicnal artists.

e livedan CF1Orineg L0

at making this deadline would come
down to working every sinale hour effectively
¥ SINg ¥

2. Mo ute ol suggestive imagery of
wWomen,
X Doitall in T8 days,

[here was no dme to complain, [ wes never
parmicalariy impressed with amy vides con-
rEnt in any prevesms wir, i:hrl'.uiin!_-' whiar T
had dane I||:|'\-|-q,'|; in M4, Each Kiss sl
b withs the annoascement, = You weneed
the Il.'\-\."-' Y l=|||I I|I|; |H_'I-I," :|||.| | Wi |_||,'||_'r\-
mmed 1o make this the theme of the conrent
produced, T eried b theow a5 many hands
imras the mix s |!.:\.'-:-II||.'. Tair e oo the |i|'||:i
af budget for addsmamad artsts, we just bad o
ik whiat we comled with whas we had

I irnznesdintely reached owt i docal am
VErSiThes, ||-..li£i‘|:_r (LRl [h.‘.l fiamond in "'||_'
rough (aka. free labork, b wichin das, the
-|r|||||'l'|h ||r||‘: HT II'|-||_'1_L -;'|.ﬂ-|'r_'-_| I||!-| ||||'|||_'l,|
under the pressure. Beswick inooduced me

I A armse oot of -_r-lli-;|I Ciklahoina F\,'. lix

Stauffer, whio had fzen our work on Def

Leppard, wanred 1o beeak ine the bsindes,
and was willinyr o o just abour anything m
gt a oo i dhe door 1 soon melieed be was

gring tr hecome the ace ap mv sleeve,

"Hortar Thars
Hiol" cantent vans
kepi straghticr
vamrel, ared i had 1o
be, givan the tima

EOnkEranki.

SEFTEMEER 11

E-.ll_"\-\."__ﬂl i all r|'|:_- l.I-||_'||I- 5'||_'p;||| ||.'ir|| |||F-"\.
desizm [ instructed Stmuffer m ke the Kiss
logo and moowild, <Tust osike. e ook K™
[ said. [ threw him into the fire with no
resrrotnains, Warthan 48 hours, we had fisal
renders of lngo concepes that moomposated
rypical ioomic clements including five, metal,
chirre, Cene Simemsers’ kecher ard -i|":1:.'\1.
an lightmy elements. In addsion, the e
15 and |CI'~.'H. -"l.II'||:I ||_|!_l|n had besn |I"||l||'||'|i_
animated, anc remdered.

With oaly 12 days remaming, we deser-
adised that the normal schedule of having
senve o ten days o ereate content fod each
wing had oo he redoced cl=er m seven o
ten dans por picoe of final content, That
meant ten hoars o coneetve the concept of
the: viden, rescarch, and abicaim all clemens
meeded, Fln::-:|ur|.' the wden, and render it
Car ik r||:_- 1'.:|:|I F ||-:' I|_'|":||,||:'|I_|_' LN ] hl_' |_|5.I_'IJ h!.
the tech staff.

Familics were sent an ¥acation [or a
tew wesks because lirermlly every minute
couaibed. 1 kisow liar |1|:|k|l'!.' this deadline
wonld commes down o working every single
hanar effcctively, Skoeping would have wo b
limived o mimes when compusters crmbd nar
do anyehng but render. A progress clare
was ereated aned chiecked ru|_:|||..r|l.' b pHre-
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WENE S[ecm iII'||_ B TR hviars ke g | nie
Or Craceiige '.-CII..I!- I l:.li.'l‘l CaRE, our nirsg

icdiea haad 1o work

SEPTEMBER 12

[ was mfcrmsl that, in addition m this dghi

L | T weesilid I-:l-l_' El ||‘:||_'| iy s tranvel
becanse | vwas recmested in Eetroit from Hu,-|-
cember F9-25 tobe on leenbion for the smpge
senpe and dor amy Lst-minue band (EVITTLE

Uidsck DHamomd™ was the fisst sonir far

i S Srauffer (RH N

wiipch vid ool et

ifered a spinning. leoping hlack $lamend on

a Mack ha: l\::_|-.-.ll' L1 :'|||:=|'|| |:-_:||| rapa _'|||.I
carngueined 0 dfferent formpes, Dismond
SCEMES WeTe our Nt soenes of ane of the
logos thae fearured red fuarescent lighrs,

| shora red ||_|I Fiills Fad g up r||,| \||||.I,'|',

m my |rving room and sdded sock foo
anid edived the eleinents |'fj|.'||!-\.r
Then came the CORTEInl For ©F |-'-|I|_"_'
Than Hefl.”
“Firer That works—aece.”

Ssome of the sohinoms had oo be juss dha

ile, or wie wouskl not deliver on dme,

by I

id8° LIVEDESIGN

ad 1 pluced o light source m the center, and
'.|'||II'| the drum |iL|_':| |'u||l||| [T | |'|||'\.|L_'-\.||_':|
wi eclited m with the chrome bpn deipn o

cremte the final gicce—dor. Next

SEPTEMBER 13

"':.:I.IIIE Ln” ool a few davs, bur Beswick
fimally comvinoed the bawd o agree woadd
annther armisr 1 wenr with Lios '.ll__ll_";:l--
trised Lee Rod Rodenck. He is noc only 2
YEIY -I'l'-:l'l:_l .||"~\.|-__I|I | .||"| i '-\.||,|| Ciects artst.
bt b also has soeneshing T neecled: has oon
I'li!!!l -||'|‘i|'|il_i|||I widen TS I |||- CeHileTif

reguiced @ viden shoat, so Bodenck oo the

ioky, T wanged simgle, slom-motion, bemshal
|:"|1I.i'.l|:rl'.'||h1'. rd pin I:!'."i.-lLth.-III'I':I imires & olass,
We alen liked e slen of creating our cmwn

fuisz

anel of gin and shoesing the bonle

The band leves speakers, and anyons

whin has ever been 1w Hi'\.-\. Codiceey I- LA
o cen never have oo meny spemikens. S
"I Lo Tt Lood,™ thamping speakers becans

the mext element o he created i 3. These

wiere then combined with severnl elements
easily oreaced in Adobe Abcer Effacs, resuli-
ing in a snple bue visaadly efecte plece

Ihe bamid also |I'\-|.II"\-||.'I' I|-,-I HIS T

ane of the preces of concent was NN

mere than -|:-'_"|-,I_'I"-\._ rEifaEoELL ab e
[k the stage had for vears, where speak-
ol ey '\-|:'I'L|';I i ||.|:. it -\.|||'.||_-'_r\-._ e

I'::-IL archival |I|'.-\. s ol those '~||'|':|L|': s il

itally receated diem. They were cre
al

sl :Illll | "\-l\.".":".'ll.l YT, 10 W |III.'|'| II'II

amedd s solls thae could be peed herwer

'||:-..I|{:'I"\-| I|:-:||'.|I'-:'.| o e, thar comald b
st whisnever the barilf wanzed @ add new
ECHOS Tk r|'||_' EEL || :|:-||. {raAVE I & -\.|.|l:|||||'

I.I'lﬂl could be nsed in case we were umsuc

cesshul in l.|||'||!|||"| VR 1k ol i

.
Berwick snggested that we add o red

version, as well, as the show was often

Howsilecl wach red | Il|||'|g_ anel thas woald
Fepreeerl it Jicrk oof tlae l-r|;.'|||.'|| :-',u.'.ll\:q..'«.
| he white version of chie & ;II kers wae jsed
ind the red version

for the song “Stratten,”

was s for Uhhe”

SEPTEMEBER 15

It i pretty obviom what “Love Gan® s
abiout, subtleny nor 'u-.|'.:_l in issne, bar i
was very chear that we would oot be able o
whiow the most -:-lll.i s COnIeEnt Yfeer a bar
of research, Stauffer discovered that, when

the original recond was teleased, i was dis-

tritnered with g paper mun. This became



« abevm PO-ralsed, Gantanl bar

* Lorve Gun™ wes derved from the origind album

which was disiributed wih a papar qun

Toaowe G . fer remderod it dn 3B, acdded
1 el fone E FEnNCIEred 10 OFer an |:I|'I|'I.'I|'.-\.I

ey « |_'||||-|'|I-|

SEPTEMBER 14
We wenr oftline. Ar thi poant, we realized thar
prmtiing combent b the webae for review was

JHISE CRK I TEICH TITTIE

SEFTEMBER 17

Virth only seven days unml the best show, we
stidl had 12 pieces of conment o crears and ong
full day of mavel from Lis Angeles b Demuost
[his pressiire was seally beginming e buaild, ba
it wis an excremely irntiic tive gy, |E-\.'|i|-\.'li."|;'

4% pieces of e reiicibniee coiiteet

Hecawse the openmp supghes of the fonr

wonlkd be ia Detroie &t Cobe Hall Arena, and

1= this arena wonlid ever

THCRE WETE IRE S5T ML

host & mumsic event, we knew that “Demost Bock

r i - 1 1 . = ey - I
i ATh | HINA « re=illy erearive, bor e was snll
1 crumch, | started by iming some movang cur

¥ :!- i, L =

= been hit s hard ecomomucally, amd

Had in oy own il

adgirrers for General

1 57 Chevy Bel
SN P N o TR st RIS ol Izauriful red car and

! o - - )
BooT, 7 T the Tyt vide,

LIVEDESIGH 3%



The spe=aker solution was expanded for

“Rock ‘n' Hall All Mayche® | took several of

e r|||_|;-_'| |||!_-r| .|-_-\.|_'||- ined several of the
(T Iu:_r-.. desyrns andd created hackrroam
elements b rejeresEnl the “rock *r’ roll xll
tight” and *parte everyday” lries. Each look
was desigoned moeight dafferent configuni-
weais. Al 32 versions were handed oft to an
editor m edie m the mmic

| |||_'|._ | raniced thar the lass bve !n.l\.lll'..i:.

af “Lavre Cinn,” which was just squares Blink-

gy on H AT -.I-l ik WFiois s lal oy L BT
worked perfecthy for all of 100000 Years"
|_|||_||'\- 1L, I 1 1B :||||| IO M1

Content for *Parasibe” was created msing
microbial partcles created m Aumodesk Com-

¢ wis inverted] and handed

-:__I" tcl an ._.:|:|.|r Lik] |_':|||_ ha thye S, Ir was &
really simpbe saletion thar worked well,

For “Lack It Up," the band waned & solu-
(ke | I.:|:|| |'l_1||||-'\- g1 [ gl coveers. We
crested cubes, each sde of which had o dof-
|i_'|:-_'_'|l_ _|||||||| :|||-| made them A, | His mot
sly creavsd o videa that was sisually swrong,
lrat -:'\.||||. I|-|| Il_ ||u'|| i g T - L '\-“I'll_!

For T hayer, who spams the jeonis strty-
ﬁ!.'l_'|_ :.".I_|-_|'\. :|'.ILI_'I_I|I IIII i :\.'|EI. II'IIIIIII'II II' lI'\. L ]
Frehiey, we put the spaceman m hes momral

iR cil e his AT sl thee stars

SEPFTEMBER 18

The band was getizng necvons, becanse we

|'|;_| |¢_'\-\.-\. I|| ifi a '.'|I_'I'I\. i B "_ thes

s seen meost of the show, We almnst asked

I|!-\.'II|I S0 WO WEIELE B S R, T llll [ e TR TR]

HOW | DID THAT
TN

Il lIIIllE:-' e irsresd i |_|i;-_'|_§|_'|| |"||_'||| LN |_1||_'
wehsite, where moss of whar had been coms-

|'|||.'I:'|- Wias .:'.:|'|:|"||-_ r'||| T bW |.".|_' .|-_|-_|-_'-,|

tlwat; of we had o post evervthing amad wair

iback, while the hand Was pii Pl

als ar doing menviews, we wanld probably
o ideliver on dme. Thankolly; the band was

FALVE U3

meeased wich whar they saw, 50 they
creanve frecdonn to run m the Amsh lne.
For “Warchin® Yom,™ the name alon give

15 the apporunity o do a vides focusing

I|I||| om the tans and the face P I f:‘:.".:_.
o i Kiss coneert s like grang oo S Tiek
convenmon, There als I|'|| 1V "|'_||||||'-_'\-|-\. il
fans dlressed ug—and in makenp—liks their

WO I"||'|||"||;| L1 | I|-|; |||-|||_

SEFTEMEER 19

L, : - i
Begsmpedcamd [ rveled 0 Detroat frir senm.

SEPTEMBER 20
Py elemnenis—25 of them—were assembled
fronm @ viden shoot of the acrizl oo shor in
the degert, Tech cxplinned that the uncoom
_rll'\'."i'\-u.l 1 kT ime files were 1o |-|:|:.-|'\-:_l
"*-I"l"-::-l'u i1 il Ce LA o that = |'\.".'I'I'.'Ii.'l!r_ ie re-
rendered as T 'l. SRS, ||' .||_||:||||||| 2
five-sevumd antmations needed m be creaced
frar the upstage center worecn, bised on the

allwun cower art from sx differens covers.

SEFTEMEER 21
We pot our first look at the stape. Tt was
1bsoiutedy enormams

Content for “Mothing To Lose® ovolved

whered livedesignanline. com
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another generic solution that started with
the Aliwe 35 logo, which is mainly chrome.
Using Wondertouch'’s Particle [lusion, we
created chrome bars thar could build in
number and density, and combhined them
with scene of stock spinning chrome-like
items—again, very simple but appropriate.

SEPTEMEBER 22

For *Shout It Out Loud” and “C'mon &
Love Me,” we created one solution treated
in two different ways. First, in 3D, we cre-
ated cycling stage lights, one version ren-
dered in a rainbow of cyeling colars and the
other black and white. For the color ver-
sion, we added stock foorage of a crowd ele-
ment overhead, and that become the “Shout
It Out Loud™ content. For the other, Bes-
wick suggested we take the Kiss logo, which
was large and center-stage, and work that
into the design, creating what became the
“C'mon & Love Me" content.

SEPTEMBER 23
At midnight on Thursday, September 23,
we were hours away from a scheduled

film shoat for the band's first music video
in years to be directed by legendary music
video director Wayne Isham. It would also
be recorded live for later playback on Fieery
Kimerned Live, Seventeen other videos had
been completed, but this ane had not been
started, No pressure—I knew thatif T threw
imagery up fast enough, with enough sat-
ration of color, the occasional fre ball {(okay,
or 20 fire balls), and some visual coes thar
roughly went well with the lvrics, we would
have a piece that worked. Twelve hours later,

“Modern Day Delilah” was a success.

SEPTEMBER 24

First day of the show—svocalist and rhythm
guitarist Paul Stanlev requested we change
the opener of the show. He wanred it hig-

ger, with more energy. Last-minute ren-

ders were delivered and inpur into che
Doremi units.

MNow we were six hours away from the
start of the show, and we stll had w pro-
duce content for “Got To Choose.” 1 had
not slept a minute in three days, and my
brain cells had pretty much stopped work-
ing. It was then T remembered that Stanley
likes the color red, so red is what he got.
The final soludon was red and nothing but
red. Red faded up; red faded down. In that
mental and physical state, that was all 1 had
left, but it worked well.

At 3:20pm, the opening act came off-
stage, and at that same moment, | left my
hotel ronm. T arrived at 8:30pm, and the
band was set to go on ar 8:40pm. We still
needed to load the video files into the
Daoremi units. Somehow with help from
Neugebauver, his team, and all the guys ar
Nocturne, the show went on at 8:40pm
sharp, as scheduled. LD



